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SUBJECT: SHABA INCURSIONS: U.S. PRESS REACT 

1. WASH POST MAY 16 CARRIES DAVID OTTAWAY STORY DATE- 
LINED LUSAKA UNDER HEADLINE "ZAIRIANS, REBELS 
REPORTEDLY BATTLE IN MINING CENTER." TEXT FOLLOWS: 

2. BEGIN QUOTE. HEAVY EIGHTING APPEARED TO BE CONTINUING 
YESTERDAY AROUND THE MAIN MINING CENTER OF KOLWEZI IN 
ZAIRE'S COPPER-RICH SOUTHERN PROVINCE OF SHABA AND SOME 
REPORTS SAID REBEL EORCES HAD SEIZED CONTROL OF THE TOWN 
AND ROUNDED UP HUNDREDS OE FOREIGNERS, INCLUDING ABOUT 75 
AMERICANS, LIVING THERE. ACCOUNTS OE THE SITUATION AVAIL- 
ABLE HERE AND IN EUROPEAN CAPITALS REMAINED ERAGMENTARY AND 
OFTEN CONTRADICTORY, HOWEVER. SOME INDICATED THE ZAIRIAN 
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ARMY HAD RECAPTURED SEVERAL STRATEGIC POINTS IN KOLWEZI, 

INCLUDING MILITARY HEADQUARTERS, BUT OTHER SPOKE OF THE FALL 
OF BOTH THE MINING CENTER AND THE RAILROAD TOWN OF MUTSHA- 
TSHA, 60 MILES TO THE WEST, TO WELL-ARMED REBELS OE THE 
CONGO NATIONAL LIBERATION ERONT. IT APPEARED THAT THE 
ZAIRIAN ARMY'S INITIAL AIR AND GROUND COUNTEROFFENSIVE 
HAD EAILED TO DISLODGE THE DISSIDENTS FROM EITHER KOLWEZI 
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OR MUTSHATSHA, DESPITE THE USE OE ERENCH MIRAGE JETS TO 
BOMB AND STRAEE REBEL POSITIONS. OBSERVERS HERE EELT THE 

SITUATION WAS EAR MORE SERIOUS FOR THE ZAIRIAN GOVERNMENT 
THAN LAST YEAR WHEN THE SAME REBEE GROUP TRIED TO TOPPLE 
PRESIDENT MOBUTU SESE SEKO BY SEIZING SHABA PROVINCE BUT 
BAILED AETER FRANCE AND MOROCCO CAME TO HIS RESCUE. SHABA 
IS THE FORMER KATANGA PROVINCE, KNOWN FOR ITS 
REBELLIOUSNESS AGAINST THE CENTRAL ZAIRIAN GOVERNMENT. 

THE REBELS WERE REPORTED TO BE GATHERING MORE FORCES TO 
ATTACK OTHER MAIN TOWNS AEONG THE ROAD BETWEEN KOLWEZI 
AND THE ANGOLAN BORDER, POSSIBLY TO CONSOLIDATE THEIR ROAD 
SUPPLY LINES INTO CENTRAL SHABA. THE TOTAL NUMBER OF 
INSURGENTS IS UNKNOWN BUT THE ZAIRIAN GOVERNMENT SAID 
SUNDAY THAT 4,000 WERE INVOLVED IN THE ATTACH ON KOLWEZI 
ALONE WHEN IT BEGAN LAST THURSDAY. ZAIRE HAS CHARGED THAT 
THE REBELS ENTERED FROM ANGOLA AND ARE BEING SUPPORTED BY 
THE MARXIST GOVERNMENT IN THAT FORMER PORTUGESE COLONY. 
ZAIRE BACKED THE OPPONENTS OF ANGOEA'S PRESENT RULERS IN 
THE CIVIL WAR THAT FOLLOWED INDEPENDENCE THERE IN 1975 
AND IS REPORTED TO HAVE CONTINUED ASSISTING AN ANGOLAN 
FACTION STILL IN REBELLION. (IN WASHINGTON, STATE DEPART- 
MENT SPOKESMAN HODDING CARTER SAID, "WE ARE, AS EAST YEAR, 
CONCERN ABOUT THE TERRITORIAL INTEGRITY OF ZAIRE... AND 
ARE) OPPOSED TO FOREIGN INTERVENTION THERE. (UNDER THE 
"LONGSTANDING RELATIONSHIP'' BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES AND 
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ZAIRE, CARTER SAID, IN THE CURRENT FISCAL YEAR THE UNITED 
STATES IS SUPPLYING DOLS 48.5 MILLION IN MILITARY AND 
ECONOMIC AID AND CREDTIS TO ZAIRE. THE STATE DEPARTMENT 
HAS ESTABLISHED A TASK FORCE TO KEEP ABREAST OF THE LATEST 
MILITARY INCURSION INTO ZAIRE, BUT THE UNITED STATES HAS 
NOT YET DETERMINED "A DEFINITIVE COURSE OF ACTION.") 

REPORTS REACHING HERE SAID AT LEAST HALF A DOZEN EUROPEANS 
HAD BEEN CAPTURED BY THE DISSIDENTS IN AND AROUND KOLWEZI. 
ALL BUT ONE OF THE AMERICANS WORKING FOR THE BIG INGA- 
SHABA CONSTRUCTION CO. BASE THERE AND THEIR DEPENDENTS 
WERE REPORTED SAFE AND ACCOUNTED FOR. ABOUT 3,000 BELGI- 
ANS, FRENCH AND AMERICANS ARE IN THE SHABA REGION 
AFFECTED BY THE FIGHTING. SOME WERE REPORTED 
EVACUATED YESTERDAY FROM ANOTHER MINING SITE AT 
FUNGURUME ABOUT 60 MILES EAST OF KOLWEZI ON THE ROAD AND 
RAIL LINE TO THE SHABA CAPITAL OF LUBUMBASHI. IT WAS NOT 
IMMEDIATELY CLEAR WHETHER THE REBELS, WHOSE ANNOUNCED 
GOAL IS THE OVERTHROW OF PRESIDENT MOBUTU'S 12 YEAR- 
OLD GOVERNMENT WERE ACTUALLY HOLDING THE EUROPEANS IN 
KOLWEZI AS PRISONERS AND POSSIBLE HOSTAGES OR 
SIMPLY SEEKING TO PROTECT THEM FROM THE ONGOING FIGHTING. 
ONE REPORT SAID THERE HAD BEEN NO SIGN OF HOSTILITY 
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SHOWN TOWARD ANY WHITES BY THE REBELS. IF IT EMERGES THAT 
THE EUROPEANS ARE BEING HELD AS HOSTAGES, ANALYSTS HERE 
FEEL THE WHOLE CHARACTER AND INTERNATIONAL IMPLICATIONS 

OF THE SHABA WAR WOULD RADICALLY CHANGE AND POSSIBLY 
PROVOKE THE DIRECT INTERVENTION OF THE WESTERN POWERS TO 
RESCUE THEM. THIS HAPPENED IN 1964 WHEN AMERICAN AIR- 
CRAFT DROPPED BELGIAN PARATROOPERS ON KISANGANI, THEN 
CALLED STANLEYVILLE, TO SAVE THE LIVES OF EUROPEANS BEING 
HELD HOSTAGE BY LEFTIST REBELS THERE. THE MOBUTU GOVERN- 
MENT HAS ALREADY LAUNCHED AN APPEAL TO THE WEST FOR HELP, 
CLAIMING THAT THE REBELS ARE AN INVADING FORCE FROM ANGOLA 
TRAINED, ARMED AND SUPPORTED IN THE FIELD BY CUBA AND THE 
SOVIET UNION. IT SAID SUNDAY THAT ITS INTELLIGENCE 
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SERVICES HAD MONITORED RADIO COMMUNICATIONS BETWEEN REBEL 
UNITS INSIDE SHABA AND THE ANGOLAN CAPITAL OF LUANDA AND 
THAT SPANISH-SPEAKING VOICES HAD BEEN HEARD. THE ZAIRIAN 
GOVERNMENT HAS CALLED FOR ASSISTANCE FROM FRANCE, 

MOROCCO, CHINA, BELGIUM AND THE UNITED STATES TO HELP 
REPULSE THE "INVASION," THE SECOND IN THE PAST 14 MONTHS. 

LAST MARCH AND APRIL, FRANCE FLEW 1,500 MOROCCAN TROOPS 
INTO SHABA PROVINCE TO BOLSTER THE ZAIRIAN ARMY AFTER IT 
FAILED TO ROUT THE REBELS FROM A HALF DOZEN TOWNS, INCLUD- 
ING MUTSHATSHA. THE CONGO NATIONAL LIBERATION FRONT 
DENIED EITHER THAT THE SOVIET UNION OR CUBA WAS HELPING 
ITS FORCES OR THAT THEY HAD COME IN FROM NEIGHBORING 
ANGOLA. A SATTEMENT ISSUED IN PARIS SAID THE INSURGENTS 
WERE LIVING IN THE PROVINCE AND OPERATING WITHOUT OUT- 
SIDE ASSISTANCE. IN BRUSSELS, THE ANGOLAN AMBASSADOR 
THERE DENIED ANY INVOLVEMENT BY HIS GOVERNMENT IN THE 
SHABA FIGHTING. SUPPORTING THE ZAIRIAN THESIS, IN PART 
INFORMED SOURCES HERE SAID YESTERDAY THAT SOME OF THE 
REBELS HAD BEEN SPOTTED EARLIER CROSSING A SPUR OF ZAMBIAN 
TERRITORY THAT JUTS INTO SOUTHWESTERN ZAIRE ON THEIR WAY 
TO ATTACK KOLWEZI FROM ANGOLA. THE ZAIRIAN GOVERNMENT WAS 
SAID TO BE SENDING A SPECIAL EMISSARY TO LONDON TO DISCUSS 
THE SITUATION WITH ZAMBIAN PRESIDENT KENNETH KAUNDA, WHO 
IS VISITING THE BRITISH CAPITAL ON HIS WAY TO PAYING A 
STATE VISIT TO WASHINGTON. LAST NIGHT, THE ZAMBIAN GOVERN- 
MENT DENIED THAT ZAMBIA HAD HARBORED ANY NATIONAL LIBERA- 
TION FRONT FORCES ON THEIR WAY TO SHABA PROVINCE FROM 
ANGOLA. AMONG REPORTS REACHING HERE FROM SHABA PROVINCE 
WAS SOME DETAIL ON THE STRUGGLE FOR KOLWEZI OVER THE 
PAST WEEKEND. AT LEAST FIVE ITALIAN-MADE ZAIRIAN JETS 
WERE SAID TO HAVE BEEN DESTROYED ON THE GOUND AND AIRPORT 
FACILITIES SET ABLAZE. THE NATIONAL LIBERATION FRONT SAID 
IT HAD DESTROYED 13 ZAIRIAN PLANS AND HELICOPTERS SO FAR. 
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THE AIREIELD AT KOLWEZI, WHICH IS ALMOST 10 MILES OUTSIDE 
THE TOWN, WAS SAID TO BE STILL IN REBEL HANDS AS OE LATE 
SUNDAY AND ZAIRIAN AIR FORCE JETS FAILED TO DISLODGE THEM 
DESPITE TWO DAYS OF ATTACKS. THE ZAIRIAN JETS ARE BELIEVED 
TO BE ELYING FROM KAMINA, ABOUT 140 AIR MILES 

IN THE ATTACK ON KOLWEZI, WHICH HAS A POPULATION OF ABOUT 
35,000, THE REBELS REPORTEDLY CAME IN TWO COLUMNS EROM THE 
EAST AND SOUTH WEST AND INITIALLY OVERRAN THE ARMY HEAD- 
QUARTERS, THE MINING COMPANY'S HOSPITAL AND OTHER STRATEGIC 
POINTS. IT ALSO BLEW UP THE ARMY'S AMMUNITION DEPOT. 

LATER, ZAIRIAN TROOPS WERE SAID TO HAVE RETAKEN THE HEAD- 
QUARTERS AND HOSPITAL. 

MOST OF THE TOWN AND THE AIRFIELD WERE APPARENTLY STILL IN 
REBEL HANDS MONDAY AND THEIR USE OE URBAN GUERILLA TACTICS 
WERE REPORTED TO BE COMPLICATING THE ARMY'S EEFORTS TO 
RECAPTURE LOST GROUND. 

ALL INDICATION HERE WERE THAT THE REBELS WERE MAKING CON- 
SIDERABLE GAINS IN CONSOLIDATING THEIR POSITIONS WHILE 
THE ZAIRIAN ARMY WAS HAVING TROUBLE REGROUPING TO LAUNCH 
A SUCCESSFUL COUNTEROFFENSIVE. ONE REPORT SAID THAT A RE- 
LIEF COLUMN WITH ARMORED CARS WAS HALTED AFTER HITTING 
MINES ON ITS WAY TO KOLWEZI. SOME OF THE CARS MAY HAVE 
EVEN FALLEN INTO REBEL HANDS. 

REBEL TACTICS HAVE SHIFTED FROM LAST YEAR AND THEY NOW 
APPEAR TO BE GOING IMMEDIATELY FOR THE MAJOR TOWNS IN AN 
APPARENT ATTEMPT TO DELIVER A SEVERE PSYCHOLOGICAL BLOW TO 
THE MOBUTU GOVERNMENT AND ATTRACT POPULAR SUPPORT. UNQUOTE. 
VANCE 
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